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DRAFT  EXTENSION  BEFORE  SENATE 

The  House  of  Representatives  on  May  2h  passed  H.  R.  6826,  a  tia>-year  extension  of  the  Sel> 
ective  Service  System,  by  a  standing  non-record  vote  of  216  to  U*  This  bill  muld  extend 
the  registration  and  classification  features  of  Selective  Service  for  young  men  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  26  until  June  2U,  1952,  but  would  bar  induction  into  the  armed  services 
without  a  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  declaring  a  national  emergency. 

The  cost  of  even  a  stand-by  draft  was  placed  by  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  as 
110,600,000.  CoB^are  this  figure  with  the  recommendations  by  the  Department  of  State  on 
January  2?  for  United  States  contributions  for  international  security  throu^  the  United 
Nations  during  the  fiscal  year  1951  -  for  the  United  Nations,  $13,926,500;  for  UNESCO, 
$2,898,105;  for  the  World  Health  Organization,  $1,920,000;  and  for  the  Food  and  Agricul¬ 
ture  Organization,  $1,250,000. 

The  Selective  Service  System  employs  the  equivalent  of  approximately  2100  people  full  time 
(though  the  actual  employment  figure  is  about  3600,  many  of  them  on  part  time  basis);  in 
addition  they  employ  37,000  personnel,  unconqjensated  except  for  expenses.  The  State 
^  Department  reports  that  their  personnel  includes  23U  in  the  Bureau  of  U  N  Affairs,  plus 
four  Foreign  Service  officers;  and  in  the  United  States  Mission  to  the  United  Nations  theie 
are  196*  Of  course,  the  work  of  most  of  the  staff  of  the  State  Department  ties  in  at  some 
point  with  questions  involving  the  United  Nations. 

The  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Senator  Millard  E.  Tydings, 
has  scheduled  hearings  on  June  1  for  proponents  of  the  draft.  Opposition  witnesses  are 
I  scheduled  for  June  5.  Henry  J.  Cadbury  is  slated  to  testily  against  draft  extension  on 
behalf  of  the  Friends  Connittee  on  National  Legislation. 

Now  is  your  last  chance  to  write  your  Senators  before  the  vote  is  taken,  which  is  expected 
prior  to  eiqpiration  of  the  present  law  on  June  2U. 

GENOCIDE  CONVENTION  STILL  IN  SENATE  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMITTEE 

With  only  four  of  the  seven  menibers  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Comaittee  required  for 
a  quorum  present  last  week,  no  action  was  taken  on  the  Genocide  Convention,  idiich  some  time 
ago  was  acted  on  favorably  by  a  subcommittee.  The  Convention  to  outlaw  mass  murder,  unani¬ 
mously  passed  by  the  U  N  General  Assembly  in  19U8,  needs  the  adherence  of  20  member  states 
4  before  it  becomes  operative.  Fourteen  countries  have  already  ratified,  including  France, 

1  Australia,  Israel,  the  Philippines,  and  Turkey.  This  is  only  one  of  the  iminediate  ways  in 
I  lihich  the  United  States  could  give  reality  to  its  alleged  support  of  the  United  Nations. 
Letters  now  to  members  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  and  to  your  own  Senators 
are  urgently  needed  if  the  United  States  delegation  is  not  to  go  to  the  General  Assei^ly  in 
September  with  empty  hands  on  treaty  ratification. 

TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  -  POINT  FOUR  -  PASSES  CONGRESS 

By  a  vote  of  hi  to  27 »  the  Senate  on  May  25  passed  the  conference  report  on  technical 
assistance  and  thus  defeated  a  move  by  Senators  Taft  and  Milliken  to  send  the  bill  back  to 
conference  for  changes  in  the  section  providing  guarantees  for  private  capital  against  in- 
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convertibility  of  currencies  and  e:]q>ropriation  by  governments*  The  measure  as  sent  to  the 
White  House  for  the  President’s  signature  provides  for  an  authorization  of  $35  million  in¬ 
cluding  $10  million  now  being  spent  mainly  in  Central  and  South  America,  This  "bold  new 
program"  first  passed  the  Senate  by  a  one-vote  margin  (37-36)  on  May  but  along  with  the 
whole  foreign  aid  program  it  faces  a  stiff  battle  in  the  Appropriations  Coomittee* 

United  Nations  Technical  Assistance  Conference 

Meanwhile,  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  Technical  Assistance  at  Lake  Success  is 
scheduled  to  begin  on  June  12,  The  United  States  delegation  will  be  able  to  negotiate 
regarding  the  United  States  financial  share  within  the  limit  set  by  the  $35  million  just 
authorized  by  Congress,  and  according  to  the  extent  of  the  determination  of  our  government 
to  use  the  United  Nations  as  much  as  possible. 

Whatever  s\im  our  country  makes  available  will  be  voluntary  contribution  to  a  specific 
United  Nations  account  for  technical  assistance.  This  account  will  be  used  to  finance  the 
program  of  all  participating  U  N  agencies.  These  organizations  and  the  proportion  of  the 
total  account  recommended  to  be  allocated  to  them  are  t 

Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  U  N 


United  Nations  Organization  23^ 
World  Health  Organization  22$ 
UNESCO  lk% 
International  Labor  Organization  11$ 
International  Civil  Aviation  Organization  1$ 


In  a  progress  report  on  Point  Four  (May  1950),  the  United  States  Department  of  State  makes 
the  following  comment  on  U.S,  -  U.N.  relations  in  technical  assistance  i 

"Whether  ,  ,  ,  a  particular  project  is  undertaken  by  the  United  Nations  or  the 
United  States  will  depend  upon  a  number  of  factors  including  the  desire  of  the 
requesting  country,  the  type  of  project  and  the  availability  of  fimds." 

In  order  that  "the  availability  of  funds"  not  be  limited  by  the  failure  of  the  United 
States  to  assume  its  ri^tful  responsibility,  letters  indicating  the  fullest  possible  sup¬ 
port  of  the  U  N  program  should  be  addressed  now  to  the  Bureau  of  United  Nations  Affairs, 
Department  of  State,  Washington  25,  D,  C, 

C0NC»ESS  AUTHORIZES  THREE  BILLION  DOLLARS  FOREIGN  ASSISTANCE 

At  the  end  of  more  than  two  weeks  of  half-hearted  discussion  in  the  Senate,  the  vote  to 
authorize  Foreign  Economic  Assistance  for  1950  was  taken.  As  TIME  for  May  15  comnented  : 
"The  difficulty  was  that  Europe,  being  no  one’s  constituency,  had  to  be  debated  on  its 
merits  alone." 

In  the  Conference  Report,  adopted  May  25  by  a  vote  of  U7  to  27,  idiich  reconciled  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  House  and  Senate  version,  the  following  totals  were  approved  s 


E  C  A  -  Third  year  of  European  Recovery  Program 

(including  une3q>ended  balance)  . $2,850,000,000 

Korea,  economic  aid  .  100,000,000 

China  Area  Aid,  uneroended  from  last  year .  9U, 000,000 

Palestine  Refugees,  J  of  U  N  program  for  18  months  .  .  27,U50,000 

Point  Four  -  technical  assistance  to  underdeveloped  areas  35 >000,000 

International  Children’s  Welfare  Work  .  15,000,000 

TOTAL  $3,121,U50,000 
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In  the  preceding  table,  Md  to  the  Area  of  China  includes  provisions  authorizing 
not  more  than  $8  million  for  "relief  on  humanitarian  grouns  throu^  the  American 
Red  Cross,  or  other  voluntary  relief  agencies  in  any  place  in  China  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  natural  calamity,  under  such  safeguards  as  the  President 
shall  direct," 

The  International  Children* s  Welfare  authorization  is  directed  to  be  contributed 
"to  the  United  Nations  or  any  subordinate  body  thereof,"  including,  if  the 
President  deems  it  in  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  to  the  United  Nations 
International  Children’s  Emergency  Fund, 

In  the  long  and  involved  voting  on  the  original  bill  on  May  5i  17  Senators  voted  for  a  cut 
of  $1  billion  in  E  C  A.  Those  same  17  plus  23  others  —  a  total  of  UO  —  voted  for  a 
second  amendment,  offered  by  Senator  Robert  A.  Taft,  to  cut  £  C  A  by  half  a  billion.  This 
amendment  failed  in  a  UO-UO  vote,  A  third  proposal  —  a  cut  of  $250,000,000  —  iras 
accepted  by  a  U7-33  vote. 

There  were  8  Senators  who  voted  against  the  con^Jlete  bill.  They  were  Henry  C,  Dworshak 
of  Idaho,  William  £,  Jenner  of  Indiana,  Olin  D,  Johnston  of  South  Carolina,  Janes  P, 

Kern  of  Missouri,  George  W,  Malone  of  Nevada,  Kenneth  S,  Wherry  of  Nebraska,  John  J, 
Williams  of  Delaware,  Milton  R.  Yoimg  of  North  Dakota. 

FOREIGN  AID  AND  DEFENSE  APPROPRIATIONS  STILL  TO  BE  VOTED 

In  the  course  of  discussion  on  Point  Four,  the  following  conversation  occurred  between 
Senator  Tom  Connally  of  Texas,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  Senator 
Kenneth  McKellar  of  Tennessee,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 

SEN,  McKELLAR  ...  "Where  are  we  going  to  get  the  money? 

SEN.  CONNALIY  ...  We  are  going  to  get  the  money  out  of  the  Appropriations  Committee. 
SEN.  McKELLAR  ...  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  and  I  shall  oppose  it  in  the 
Appropriations  Committee. 

SEN.  CONNALLY  ...  The  Senator  will  probably  kill  it,  if  he  opposes  it  in  the 
Appropriations  Committee. 

SEN.  McKELLAR  ...  I  shall  do  my  best,  I  assure  the  Senator." 

As  you  can  see  from  this  conversation,  the  annual  struggle  for  generous  and  adequate 
American  assistance  for  continued  relief  and  reconstruction  on  a  world  wide  scale  is  less 
than  half  iw>n.  The  authorized  amounts  must  now  be  reviewed  and  voted  on  by  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  and  then  by  the  Senate.  Even  though  the  foreign  economic  aid 
program  has  increasingly  become  a  political  weapon  and  more  and  more  Identified  with  the 
"cold  war,"  yet  there  is  needed  outspoken  support  from  the  taxpayers  for  what  is  in  the 
main  a  constructive  and  magnanimous  phase  of  our  foreign  policy. 

While  the  Senate  cut  $250,000,CXX)  from  the  foreign  economic  aid  recommendations,  the  House 
added  $385*360,000  to  the  defense  appropriations  for  air  craft  procurement,  warship 
modernization,  and  new  anti-tank  weapons. 

The  House  approved  appropriation  for  the  Defense  Establishment  of  $lU,296,U87,300,  not 
including  $947,970,000  money  and  contract  authority  for  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission.  Nor 
do  the  preceding  defense  figures  include  the  Selective  Service  System,  nor  the  foreign 
military  assistance  program.  Hearings  on  the  military  assistance  authorizations  begin 
June  2  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  The  final  amount  of  the  request 
has  not  been  ainnounced  ais  this  Newsletter  goes  to  press,  but  earlier  in  the  year  indica¬ 
tions  were  that  there  might  be  more  than  a  billion  dollairs  requested  for  arming  other 
nations • 
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CLOTURE  VOTE  ON  F  E  P  C  FAILS 

In  spite  of  platform  pledges  by  both  Republican  and  Democratic  Parties ^  promising  support 
of  fair  employment  practices,  the  Senate  vote  on  May  19,  to  close  debate  on  whether  FEPC 
legislation  should  be  taken  up,  lacked  12  of  the  required  6U  votes  to  pass  the  cloture 
measure.  Majority  Leader  Scott  W.  Lucas  promised  one  more  vote  on  the  question  soon,  but 
progress  on  FEPC  or  other  civil  rights  legislation  in  the  Senate  this  session  looks  doubt¬ 
ful.  Nineteen  Democrats  and  33  Republicans  voted  for  cloture j  26  Democrats  and  6  Republi¬ 
cans  voted  against  it. 

WILSON  VERSUS  WILSON  ON  DRAFT  EXTENSION 

In  the  '•People's  Platform"  program,  over  the  CBS  network  on  Sunday,  May  28,  Gill  Robb 
Wilson,  military  analyst  for  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune  called  for  an  active  instead  of  a 
stand-by  draft,  while  E.  Raymond  Wilson  argued  for  strong  United  States  support  for  the 
United  Nations  in  its  effort^  to  stop  the  "cold  war,"  and  for  American  initiative  in 
seeking  universal  disarmament  along  the  lines  proposed  by  Senators  McMahon  and  Tydings, 

F  C  N  L  ASKS  ACTION  ON  FOOD  SURPLUSES 

There  has  been  no  further  action  Congress  on  the  question  of  agricultural  surpluses, 
except  for  one  day  of  hearings  before  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  on  May  3*  On  that 
date  Robertson  Fort  appeared  for  the  American  Council  of  Voluntary  Agencies;  Paul  Comly 
French,  for  CARE;  and  E.  Rs^ond  Wilson,  for  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation. 


"AMERICAN  SURPLUSES  IN  A  HUNGRY  WORLD" 

This  U8-page  Report,  growing  out  of  the  Agricultural  Seminar  held  last  ^'ebruary,  has- 
just  been  issued  by  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  and  the  American 
Friends  Service  C(»mittee,  Ten  copies  or  more,  20^  each;  single  copies,  25#  each. 
Send  orders  promptly  to  either  organization.  Get  this  pamphlet  to  families  in  your 
Meeting  or  church,  and  give  to  ministers,  county  agent  and  farm  leaders  in  your  com¬ 
munity.  Use  as  a  basis  for  discxission  in  church  and  farm  groups  in  your  county. 
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